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          SENIORENGAGE


DEVELOPMENT OF A VIRTUAL NETWORK TO EMPOWER THE INTEGRATION OF SENIOR CITIZENS INTO AN ACTIVE DIGITAL COMMUNITY IN THE POST RETIREMENT YEARS

The ageing of the population is one of the significant transformations being experienced in European societies and one of the major social policy issues facing families, governments and communities. The evaluation of current demographic data regarding the ageing of population imposes a reconsideration of some key concepts which are not merely political or sociological: age-war and clash of generations concern not only economic and social parameters but also culture and mentality issues, which are usually to be dealt at a national or even regional level. 
Senior citizens, upon retirement from their working lives, often experience a tremendous sense of loss and social exclusion. Given the rapidly ageing European population – with more and more older adults retiring and slipping into a sedentary and solitary lifestyle – this issue urgently needs to be addressed. 

The commercial objective of the project is to offer a web-based learning system especially adapted for senior citizens, in a relatively short time (less than 5 years). A consortium is opened to SMEs interested in:

· Provide us all the services necessary for hosting and more important to exploit our platform on the web, in order to offer the product to the public at large. We need an SME to act as an Application Service Provider, and as an Exploitation Partner.

· Testing, validating and exploiting the development platform. We need an expert in senior education to contribute to the dissemination activities, offering its expertise and extensive European network of contacts with Universities, Educational Institutes, NGOs and Civil Society Organizations representing the elderly. It’s really important, that this partner provide us the needed users, to validate the platform during all the stages of the project. 

In light of the above need, coupled with Europe’s rapidly ageing population, it is envisaged that a web-based learning system especially adapted for senior citizens (50 years and above) will be of particular interest for society.  With the objective of preventing social exclusion, encouraging social engagement and fomenting a newfound sense of self-worth the SENIORENGAGE project will develop, test and validate an Internet platform that introduce the seniors (professional seniors) in the IT world, providing them with a social network to share knowledge and experiences with other professionals like them (younger’s and seniors)
The platform will incorporate innovative Intelligent Agent technology, which will render the platform as easy to use, flexible and adaptable as possible, which will prove fundamental in designing an ICT tool suited to the potentially “technophobic” needs of senior citizen end users. The platform will represent a virtual environment where senior citizens (retired professionals) can, on the one hand learn, and on the other hand, be connected to others, offering their expertise and continuing to actively participate in their profession, for a mutually beneficial educational and social exchange.

The EU member countries are currently experiencing a major population upheaval. This is due to the fall in the birth rate and the increase in life expectancy, resulting in a phenomenon of population ageing. There are current 235 million seniors in Europe, representing a huge potential market for our technology and the SENIORENGAGE project.

Participating partners in the SENIROENGAGE project will benefit from the commercialization of the project at the end of the research period. The exploitation of the research results (the commercial product) is of utmost importance to the consortium, and the partners will have full participation in said exploitation. With the participation of RTDs and companies who are pioneers in their fields, the projected market penetration for SENIORNENGAGE is 10% in the first year of exploitation and will gradually increase to 20% in the fifth year. Based on market data, it is projected that the potential economic benefits will reach 3 million euros in the first year of commercialisation. 
These benefits will be shared among project partners, and intellectual property (IPR) will also be shared (the partners will own, in equal parts, all of the knowledge generated throughout the project), which represents yet another important economic benefit, allowing for the entrance into other markets via licensing opportunities. 

It is also important to note that partners will benefit from increased visibility at the European level for having participated in a prestigious European research project which has the possibility of changing the lives of literally 
millions of seniors. 
Ada Colomer [ada.colomer@cric.cat] - http://www.cric.cat - www.cric.cat 






The Commercial Objective








The Business Benefits





The Need





The Project








PAGE  

